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After a period of bold growth

and big changes, this was the year when we began to see a vision for our future turning into reality.

Milwaukee Film is operating and restoring one
of the last great cinema palaces in the country, the Oriental Theatre. We are connecting students and

educators with opportunities to expand their understanding of film and of our world. We are sharing

stories from around the world and our own backyard with all of Milwaukee, strengthening our

community through the power of film.

Of course, our signature event will always be our annual Festival, and this year it was incredible.
plus panel discussions, parties,

classroom visits, and conversations.

And that’s just the start of what we accomplished in 2019. Just as our Festival campaign challenged our
audiences to “look for more,” about Milwaukee Film’s past, present, and
future through this report.

FOCUS AND VISION
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DAYS WE SHOWED FILMS IN 2019 - THE FIRST YEAR WE’VE DONE THAT!

MILWAUKEE FILM MEMBERS AT THE CLOSE OF 2019, AN ALL-TIME HIGH

>

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED IN 2019, OVER AND ABOVE DONATIONS TO
OUR CAPITAL CAMPAIGN




After getting the keys in 2018, we marked our first full year of operating the Oriental Theatre in 2019 -
and began to see the full spectrum of possibilities that come with it. From local projects like

Vel Phillips: Dream Big Dreams and Give Me Liberty to acclaimed films like Knives Out and

The Farewell, we’re able to bring the world to Milwaukee every day of the year.

FESTIVAL IN 2019

23‘] « FILM TITLES SCREENED OUTSIDE THE

'IOZ 67 « TICKETS SOLD AT THE ORIENTAL
) « THEATRE OUTSIDE THE FESTIVAL

227. SEATS REPLACED IN THE WEST HOUSE OF
= THE ORIENTAL THEATRE

RESTORING A GEM
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14 Best event in Milwaukee every year! There is so much diversity in-the

2 racord mumber of attendoes oGOt the 15.day event. Our Ctywids celebration reached éven - films shown that provides an opportunity for all different.types Of Hlm

farther this year, as we added the Rivoli Theater in Cedarburg and the Broadway Theatre Center in the 4 m Eilji ¥ b 3
Third Ward as Festival venues. This year’s favorite film was Toni Morrison: The Pieces | Am, which took Iovers and IaS1 S to enlov the event e % i i |

home the Allan H. (Bud) and Suzanne L. Selig Audience Award.

87 6]8. ATTENDEES AT FESTIVAL
3 = FILMS AND EVENTS

349. FEATURE-LENGTH AND SHORT
« FILM TITLES SCREENED DURING
THE FESTIVAL
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2019 Milwaukee
Film Festival

OGTOBER 17-31
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$366,141:

AMOUNT RAISED FOR DONALD AND
DONNA'S DOUBLE-UP CHALLENGE
THROUGH MEMBERSHIP AND DONATIONS,
INCLUDING THE BAUMGARTNERS’
MATCHING GIFT




FOREGROUNDING DIVERSITY
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Milwaukee Film has established a new Cultures and Communities initiative to support our goal to
engage our entire community in our mission and programs. This initiative will advance programs
such as Black Lens, Cine Sin Fronteras, and GenreQueer, while also creating new platforms. Several
events in 2019 laid the foundation for this work, including Black History Month programming, the
Milwaukee Muslim Film Festival in April, and the inaugural Minority Health Film Festival in September.

DIUIGUE, SUBJECT OF
BAKOSO: AFROBEATS DE CUBA

2 300. ATTENDEES FOR FILMS AND
3 = EVENTS DURING THE FOUR-
DAY MINORITY HEALTH FILM

FESTIVAL

‘Iz. FEATURE FILMS IN THE CINE SIN FRONTERAS
= PROGRAM AT MFF 2019

TIFFANY TENILLE,
STAR OF JEZEBEL

‘
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MARKIE IN MILWAUKEE

’I. LOCAL FILMS (MARKIE IN MILWAUKEE)

* FEATURED IN MFF2019’'S GENREQUEER
PROGRAM

FEATURE FILMS IN THE BLACK LENS
PROGRAM AT MFF2019



Beyond screening movies, Milwaukee Film’s vision is to foster deeper audience engagement with film
and to serve our community. Our education programs are critically important elements of this work.
Whether it’s 8-year-olds or 80-year-olds, film professionals or professional film fans, educators or
students, program participants are part of the lasting impact we seek to have on our community.

« BILINGUAL EDUCATION SCREENING PRESENTED TO SERVE
= SPANISH- AND ENGLISH-SPEAKING STUDENTS

45_ EVENTS HELD BY THE MILWAUKEE FILMMAKER
«  ALLIANCE, INCLUDING MIXERS, PANELS, AND
MASTERCLASSES

I DIRECTOR AND WRITER
! MATTHEW CHERRY,
HAIR LOVE, IN 2016

9 73 « STUDENTS WHO ATTENDED EDUCATION
3 * SCREENINGS AT THE ORIENTAL THEATRE

750. STUDENTS IMPACTED BY REEL TALKS,
*  WHICH BRING FILMMAKERS INTO THE

CLASSROOM
8. PARTICIPANTS IN THE 2019

» EDUCATOR FELLOWSHIP TO
FOSTER MEDIA LITERACY IN THE
CLASSROOM

BROADENING HORIZQNS
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The nearly 600 films we screened in 2019 included Oscar winners, local music videos, and everything in

between. We loved showing them all, but as we reflect on the year, here are a few that stand out.

EMMA.
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LONG DAY’S JOURNEY ONCE UPON A TIME IN
INTO NIGHT (3D) HOLLYWOOD (35MM)

THE PASSIONOF JOAN OF ARC
(WITH LIVE SCORE)

ALWAYS IN SEASON BEE NATION

2019 ANNUAL FUNDERS

LUMINARY - $100K+:

Donald and Donna Baumgartner
Herzfeld Foundation

Herb Kohl Philanthropies

Marianne and Sheldon Lubar

Allan H. (Bud) and Suzanne L. Selig

VISIONARY - $50K+:

Argosy Foundation

Bader Philanthropies, Inc.

The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation
Brico Fund

The Heil Family Foundation

Christine Symchych and Jim McNulty
David Uihlein

The Yabuki Family Foundation

INNOVATOR - $20K+:

Anonymous

John Axford

Brewers Community Foundation, Inc.
Murph Burke

Greater Milwaukee Foundation/Mary L. Nohl Fund
Johnson Controls Foundation
Kelben Foundation, Inc.

Mary Ann and Charles LaBahn

Ken and Kate Muth

Nicholas Family Foundation

Lacey Sadoff Foundation

Cynthia and Jim Stoll

We Energies Foundation

2020 MILWAUKEE FILM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD CHAIR
Patti Keating Kahn

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Elizabeth Brenner
Alexander P. Fraser
Immediate Past Board Chair
Michael G. Klein
Tracey L. Klein
Past Board Chair & Secretary
Marianne Lubar
Kenneth W. Muth
Joseph A. Rock
Treasurer
John Utz

MEMBERS

Chris Abele

John P. Bania
Donna Baumgartner
Lori Brissette
Kathryn Murphy Burke
Héctor Colon
Karen Ellenbecker
Jeff Fitzsimmons
Carmen Haberman
Susan Haise

Katie Heil

Michael J. Koss Jr.
Ken Krei
Alexander Lasry
Steve Laughlin
Emilia Layden
Michael R. Lovell
Joan Lubar

Steve Mech

Susan Mikulay
Mark Mone

John Ridley

Lacey Sadoff
Dave Stamm
James E. Stoll
Julia Taylor
Kimberly Walker

EMERITUS MEMBERS

Tom Barrett
Jacqueline Strayer



‘ 4 The Festival is one of the many outstanding arts opportunities Milwaukee has to
offer its citizens. Inaddition, Milwaukee Film has an impact in our city by hosting
educational events and reaching out to diverse groups, giving all kinds of people an
opportunity to get together and learn from each other. |love being part of this great
event and the community it has brought together.”
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